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St Peterôs Tea Ladies 
-  Ladies that Par - Tea  

by Madalyn Morgan  

Well, here we are again, and this time 

itôs a dinner party at Hilaryôs.  And, 

would you believe, by coincidence it 

was Vladimirôs birthday. 

After a lovely meal of 

lamb, or sausages for 

those of us that donôt 

eat red meat, roast 

potatoes and all the 

trimmings followed by 

m e r i n g u e s  w i t h 

raspberries and fresh 

cream there was 

c h o c o l a t e  c a k e , 

birthday cake, and of 

course wine. 

It was lovely to see Fr. 

Michael at the dinner 

party.  A former 

Master of The Society 

of The Holy Cross, Fr Michael is now 

retired and therefore is able to come 

to St. Peterôs and celebrate Mass and 

the Eucharist with us, as well as 

Evensong, when Fr Peter is away - as 

he will be doing during Fr. Peterôs 

annual holiday this month. 

Film Night ï with Margaret and 

Donald Francke 

Donaldôs famous film of the 

óAldeburgh Festivalô 1961.  The 

Aldeburgh Festival of Music and the 

Arts was founded in 1948 by 

Benjamin Britten, Peter Pears and 

writer and producer Eric Crozier. 

Joking apart, it was a real fun night.  

Dinner was easy summer food, pizza, 

quiche, salad, strawberries and cream, 

and lots of chilled white wine and the 

atmosphere was relaxed as we sat 

with our wine and watched the film. 

At the Aldeburgh Festival in 1961 

Donald was understudying Owen 

Brannigan, an English bass-baritone 

and one of  the best English comic 

opera singers of the time, in Noyeôs 

óFluddeô by composer and conductor 

Benjamin Britten who Donald stayed 

with while Britten composed the 

music for óThe Turn of The Screwô by 

Henry James. 

There were many famous people in 

the film, Mstislav Rostroprovitch, 

widely considered to have been one 

of the greatest cellists of the 20th 

century and Peter Pears, the artistic 

director of Aldeburgh (with Britten), 

who was signing autographs. 

The performance of the opera was 

fast and the figures were moving 

quickly, as they did in the old silent 

Vladimirôs birthday cake lit up the room 

Hilary talking to Fr. Michael Shields 
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movies, because it had been filmed 

on a faster speed.  Then the film 

came off the spoolé  However, in 

no time at all the tape was rewound 

and we were on to Donald and 

Margaretôs honeymoon in 1961. 

It was fantastic to see how non-

commercialised Italy was in those 

days.  How polite and innocent life 

was on board the ship that took the 

newlyweds to Spain, Gibraltar and 

on to Tangiers. 

During one excursion the young 

couple were told to be careful if they 

go ashore because thieves with 

knives between their teeth roamed 

the streets.  True or false?  It was 

false of course.  Margaret said 

someone was pulling Donaldôs leg.  

Old romantic that I am Iôd like to 

think Donald wanted to keep his 

young bride aboard the ship and all 

to himself. 

A Little Local Culture  

In May of this year óthe ladies that 

lunchô went to The Dulwich Picture 

Gallery to see an exhibition of 

impressionist paintings by Walter R. 

Sickert called óSickert in Veniceô. 

Sickert first visited Venice in 1895 

and called it "the loveliest city in the 

world", 

He was so inspired by the city and its 

buildings that he returned many 

times over a period of ten years and 

didnôt return to England until 1905. 

It is said that he found his identity as 

an artist in Venice painting under 

such varied and different lighting 

conditions, inspired by Monet. 

The Dulwich Gallery was the first to 

bring Sickertôs Venetian paintings 

together under one roof. 

We also saw the famous late 18th 

(Continued on page 3) 

Donald with projector ï from 1961, like the film, I think! 

The Rialto Bridge, Venice by 

Sickert  (1901) 

Forthcoming Concerts at St Peterôs 

12noon Saturday 26th September, 2009 

Recital by Chlöe Herington (bassoon) and Philip 

Collin (organ) 

Programme to include Sonata for Bassoon and 

Piano and Sonata No. 1 for organ by Paul 

Hindemith. 

12noon Saturday 24th October, 2009 

Recital by Alice de Ville (mezzo-soprano) and 

Philip Collin (piano) 

Programme to include Zigeunerlieder by Brahms 

7.30pm Saturday 7th November, 2009 

Voces Raptorum 

Peter Siepmann ï Conductor 

Voces Raptorum, a chamber choir of young singers 

from around the UK, will be performing a 

programme of music connected by the theme of 

remembrance, including the première of a Requiem 

Mass by Ben Ponniah. 

Saturday 21st November, 2009 

Come and Sing "Fauré Requiem" and 

"Brittenôs St Nicolas" 

Following the success of last year's "Come and 

Sing Messiah", all are welcome to join us for a day 

of rehearsals and workshops leading to a 

performance of these two great works. Contact us 

(button below) if you would like to take part and 

we will then contact you with further details. 

The concert performance will be at 7.30pm, tickets 

priced at £10 available on the door. 


